Management of neutropenic enterocolitis in the patient with cancer.
Neutropenic enterocolitis is a life-threatening condition often seen in patients experiencing prolonged periods of neutropenia from conditions such as leukemia and lymphoma and from aggressive chemotherapy regimens. Its exact pathologic process remains unclear; however, it has been proposed that direct cytotoxic damage occurs to the bowel mucosa with subsequent microbial invasion complicated by the lack of adequate neutrophil response. The damage may progress to bowel perforation and septic shock. Early recognition and management by healthcare team members are crucial for the improved prognosis of these individuals. Controversy continues to exist concerning management options and the timing of these interventions. This article outlines nursing and medical management of the patient with neutropenic enterocolitis.